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indexed. Not illustrated. 1902 Excerpt: . of which the antiquary might crave the broken meats. An audit dinner,
mark you, at which even the family woodman, apparently by custom rather than by accident, sits at board with
eight hundred years of his family evidences in his breeches pocket. An audit dinner at which the farmers sitting
round the marvellous woodman are each and all skilled in palaeography and the necessary Old French and
contracted Latin to a degree which enables them to glance through the woodman s evidence on the spot and to
pronounce them satisfactory. Sir Edward s account of the audit dinner ends with the story of Allen the
woodman, but he wrongs us by his reticence. With gleeful respect we should listen for the outspoken opinion of
these hearty Shropshire farmers, warmed with their audit ale, on such vexed questions as that of the Red Book
of the Exchequer. THE GENTILITY OF WILLIAM EXELBY IN a former issue of The Ancestoi we told the story of
Richard Barker and his gentility, and how a Norfolk jury made sport with that gentility when it was produced in
court for their handling. In the first year of King James I. gentility comes again into court--this time into the
court of the King s Chancery--and alas for that subtle quality concerning whose value and import long-winded
learning was spreading itself over much fine paper, it again makes matter of mirth. Our documents are two in
number.1 The first is the Bill...
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