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GRIN Verlag. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 56 pages. Dimensions: 8.1in. x 5.7in. x 0.2in.Seminar
paper from the year 2003 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 2 (B),
University of Wrzburg (Philosophy Institut II - Anglistics), course: Writing the British Empire, 10 entries in the
bibliography, language: English, abstract: E. M. Forsters novel A passage to India was published in 1924. The
work is largely based on the personal experiences Forster made during his two visits to India, which are the
source of the striking authenticity of the text. Forster experienced the possibility of another view of life, that was
opened up to him through his Indian friendships. On the other hand, he got to know the diFiculties that spring
up from so profoundly diFerent approaches to life as the ones of the West and the East. Due to his own attitude
of liberal-humanism and his belief in the freedom of action and the individuality of each human being as the
basis for any political action, he was upset by the racial oppression, the cultural misunderstandings and the
hypocrisies he found in Anglo-India. Forsters novel is clearly concerned with the doubtfulness of the concept of
superiority. It puts forth the question to what extent a culture can claim to be a civilized nation and in virtue of
what it can be justified to impose ones own way of life upon another culture. The author provides us with a
vivid picture of Indian concepts and Indian sets of values without judging them or separating right from wrong.
His suggestion seems to be to accept the co-existence of such alternatives. More complex is the problem of
intercultural relationships. How can barriers be torn down and bridges be built To this question, Forster does
not give a definite...
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