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strengthened and extended by the illustrations. Special is made of Utamaro's exquisite Ehon mushi erabi (A
Selection of Insects). The fact that this sophisticated artist chose insects for one of his most luxurious woodblock
printed albums underlines the Japanese appreciation of even the most diminutive of animals, which is shown
repeatedly, too, in the haiku: even fleas can be the subject of an aAectionate poem. Elsewhere in the animal
kingdom, horses, dogs, monkeys and a variety of birds also make good subjects. It is a selection of beautiful
prints, hanging scroll and hand-scroll paintings illustrates these too.
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