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me without my knowledge by my wife, and had cost her the enormous sum of three-andtwenty shillings, for
which she had no other excuse or apology to make but that she thought her husband deserved a silver spoon
and china bowl as well as any of his neighbors. This was the first appearance of plate and china in our house,
which afterward, in a course of years, as our wealth increased, augmented gradually to several hundred
pounds in value. | had been religiously educated as a Presbyterian; and tho some of the dogmas of that
persuasion, such as the eternal darees of God, elation, reprobalion, etc., appeared to me unintelligible, others
doubtful, and | early absented myself from the public assemblies of the sect, Sunday being my studying day, |
never was without some religious principles. | never doubted, for instance, the existence of the Deity; that He
made the world, and governed it by His providence; that the most acceptable service of God was the doing
good to man; that our souls are immortal; and that all crime will be punished, and virtue rewarded, either here
or hereafter. These | esteemed the essentials of every religion; and, being to be found in all the religions we had
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with other articles, which,...
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