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illustrated. 1831 Excerpt: .and there to draw them from the life. His assiduous studies from nature no doubt
greatly contributed to the excellence of the cuts in the History of Quadrupeds. Many of the vignettes also, with
which this publication was adorned, had uncommon merit as original sketches; for Bewick did not confine his
attempts with his pencil to the mere delineation of animals. But Bewick was principally indebted for the great
superiority of his productions over those of his predecessors, to an entirely new mode of operation which he
introduced into the art. The secret of the old method of cross-hatching, as we have mentioned, had been long
lost; or at least it had been entirely abandoned, from the extraordinary difficulty of the only known manner of
practising it. But Bewick produced nearly the same effects by another and much simpler contrivance. Till this
time the block, when prepared for the press, presented only two varieties of surface, the parts which were
intended to receive the ink and make the impression being left in relief; while all the rest of the wood was cut
away to so great a depth, as entirely to prevent it from touching the paper. The consequence was, that the dark
portions of the engraving were all of one shade, while the only other colour introduced was the pure white of
the paper. But Bewick effected a variety of tints, and thereby a much truer and more natural perspective, by
leaving certain parts...
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