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central 'Beautifully Blue' leads, via a mock-serious tango ('Spanish Brandy'), to the Goodmanesque high jinks
of the finale, 'Gone to Lunch'. The idioms are well evoked and well contrasted, but the composer goes beyond
mere pastiche. With his tongue firmly in his cheek he is constantly wrong-footing the players rhythmically or
introducing fresh and unexpected melodic or harmonic shifts. The result is a clever and sophisticated set which
will have wide appeal.
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