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Excerpt: .our enemies: and Moses, who put so many people to
death, was a bad interpreter of his own precept. If there are
any exceptions, certainly the first must be in favor of suicide,
because it is exempt from any degree of violence and injustice,
the two only circumstances which can make homicide
criminal; and because nature, moreover, has, in this respect,
thrown sufficient obstacles in the way. But still they tell us, we
mnst patiently endure the evils which God inflicts, and make a
merit of our sufferings. This application however of the
maxims of Christianity, is very ill-calculated to satisfy our
judgment. Man. is subject to a thousand troubles his life is a
complication of evils, and he seems to have been born only to
suffer. Reason directs him to shun as many of these evils as he
can avoid; and religion, which is...
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