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indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 Excerpt: .animals, not only on account of the depth of the forest, but also of the
interference of leopards with the sport, in which the dogs come upon the latter, give tongue and chase, and
receive a pat on the head, which puts a sudden end to their p 226 PJDURUTALLAGALLA. career. The nocturnal
depredations of the leopard being limited to the occasional theft of a cow from the compound are of much less
concern than those of the more destructive elk. As we descend by the broadening day we notice the great
contrast between the character of the Pidurutallagalla forest and that of the lowlands. Instead of waving palms
we see weird trees with gnarled trunks and forked boughs, festooned with long beards of lichens and orange
moss. Many of the trunks are clothed with rich green creepers and adorned with the fantastic blossoms of
native orchids, and parasites innumerable bedeck the upper branches with strangest flowers, while the
magnificent Rhododendron arboreum, with its great branches and brilliant blossoms, appears everywhere as a
common forest tree. The creatures of the mountain summits being nocturnal in their habits, there are no
outward signs of life by day, deep silence taking the place of the noise that proceeds from the thickets of the low
country plains. The elephant and the leopard are seldom seen or heard, but remain hidden in the deepest
recesses. A couple of large wanderoo monkeys may sometimes be seen quarrelling like angry school boys;...
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