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matter before us. A previous gun, an 18-pounder, of cast-iron, hooped with wrought-iron rings, which appears
to have been the very earliest. t i produced by Captain Blakely, was burst on trial at Woolwich on the 25th fn1 of
May, 1855, --as stated in his own pamphlet, on A proposed new iu. l method of constructing cannon, and c, p.
28, published in 1858 by Ridgeway, London. If we take the production of this gun to be equivalent to, lt the first
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